A Meeting of Minds: Baldy Center Working Groups Put Innovative Ideas to the Test by UB Law Forum
UB Law Forum 
Volume 21 
Number 1 Spring 2009 Article 20 
4-1-2009 
A Meeting of Minds: Baldy Center Working Groups Put Innovative 
Ideas to the Test 
UB Law Forum 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum 
Recommended Citation 
UB Law Forum (2009) "A Meeting of Minds: Baldy Center Working Groups Put Innovative Ideas to the 
Test," UB Law Forum: Vol. 21 : No. 1 , Article 20. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum/vol21/iss1/20 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at Digital Commons @ University 
at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in UB Law Forum by an authorized editor of Digital 
Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact lawscholar@buffalo.edu. 
26
U B  L A W  F O R U M  •  S P R I N G  2 0 0 9
Faculty
I
love to lose myself in other men’s
minds,”wrote the 19th century
British essayist Charles Lamb. It
is that philosophy that under-
girds a movement in the Baldy
Center for Law and Social Policy to
bring together scholars from many
disciplines, including the Law School,
and organizing them into working
groups centered around particular in-
vestigative interests. The result is
groups that have become forums for
rich interdisciplinary exchanges,
scholarly collaborations and intellec-
tual ferment.
The working groups are open to
any interested member of the Univer-
sity at Buffalo faculty. Their activities
include informal meetings, presenting
research work-in-progress, hosting
visiting speakers and organizing re-
search workshops.
“Each one of these groups is doing
something completely different and
interesting,”says Professor Rebecca R.
French, Baldy Center director.“The
research they are doing has great prac-
tical value.When I was in practice, I
realized that the more you know
about the world and about people,
and the more you know about the
context people are operating in, the
better lawyer you are.
“It is imperative today for people
to be flexible and able to adapt to new
ways of thinking. Having students ex-
posed to that is vital.”
A brief tour of four well-estab-
lished and productive working groups
at the Baldy Center:
Law and Religion: “This is an ex-
ceedingly broad category, and it is
wonderful because it is so open,”
French says. Participants in
the working group look at
the ways that legal systems
have been shaped by reli-
gious systems, either home-
grown or imported. Mem-
bers of the group, which in-
corporates French’s Law and
Buddhism Project, helped to
organize the 2006 visit to UB
of the Dalai Lama, including
a conference on Law, Bud-
dhism and Social Change.
They also sponsored this
spring’s three-day confer-
ence “Re-Describing the Sa-
cred/Secular Divide.”
Law School members also




clude The Impossibility of Re-
ligious Freedom (Princeton
University Press) and Prison
Religion: Faith-Based Reform
and the Constitution (Prince-
ton University Press).Phillips
says,“My focus is upon the
juncture of law,religion and
politics.These intersections
are being rethought and re-
fought in many places on the
globe, including Iraq,Kenya,
Nigeria,Afghanistan and the
United States.To enrich the
interdisciplinary aspect of
this work,I am presently pur-
suing a master’s degree in the-
ology at Colgate Rochester
Crozer Divinity School.”
Cultural Policy and Diplomacy:
This working group “looks at the inter-
section of law,art,museums and poli-
tics,”French says – “what the political
dimensions are,how they are under-
stood in different context and what the
legal implications are.”
Examples include the 2005 contro-
versy over a Danish newspaper’s publi-
cation of an editorial cartoon that de-
picted the Prophet Muham-
mad,igniting a furor in the
Muslim world;and an inci-
dent in Stockholm when the
Israeli ambassador discon-
nected the electricity to an
exhibition of Palestinian art
that he found objectionable.
The group is convened by
Ruth Bereson,director of
UB’s Arts Management Pro-
gram in the College of Arts
and Sciences.Says French,
“She puts together fascinat-
ing people and intriguing
ideas.”
Law,Place and Space:
This working group looks
at the intersection of law
and geography – “thinking
in a spatial way about how
the law works,”French ex-
plains.“It is very, very excit-
ing.”The group is planning
a major two-day conference
at UB in the fall, and in Feb-
ruary sponsored a work-
shop called “The Hidden
Places of Law: Exploring
Legal Geographies.”
Among the Law School
participants is Associate
Professor Irus Braverman,
whose scholarship has ad-
dressed the laws surround-
ing trees and house demoli-
tions in East Jerusalem.“My
doctoral thesis focused on
the politics of natural land-
scapes,”Braverman says.“In
particular, this work exam-
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• Professor Lee Albert’s major
research areas have been law and
medicine, constitutional law and the
U.S. Supreme Court. He has retired.
• Professor Barry B. Boyer, an
environmental law specialist, served
as dean of UB Law School from 1992
to 1998. He has retired.
• Professor Markus D. Dubber, who
studies penal law and comparative
law, has accepted a position at the
University of Toronto Law School.
• Kenneth F. Joyce, SUNY
Distinguished Teaching Professor, has
taught and written on estates, trusts
and taxes. He has retired, but will
teach his last course in the fall.
• Professor Janet S. Lindgren, who
taught several advanced writing
courses, has retired.
• Judith Scales-Trent, a professor and
Floyd H. and Hilda R. Hurst faculty
scholar, has written extensively about
race in America. She is retiring from
teaching but will continue her
research at UB Law through the fall
semester.
• Amy Deen Westbrook has been
director of UB Law’s New York City
Program in International Finance and
Law. She is beginning a tenure-track
professorship at Washburn University
School of Law in Topeka, Kan.
• David A.Westbrook, a professor and
Floyd H. and Hilda R. Hurst faculty
scholar has taught and studied on
business and international law topics.
He will be a visiting professor at the
University of Kansas School of Law

















UB Law School celebrates the 
accomplishments of these faculty
members whose professional lives
are taking them elsewhere.
ines the ideological uses of trees in
both Israel/Palestine and in four
North American cities, employing an
ethnographic approach to examine
the relations between law, natural
landscapes and scientific technolo-
gies.”
Also part of the group is Professor
Errol Meidinger, who also serves as
vice dean for research and faculty de-
velopment. Meidinger is the editor of
Confronting Sustainability: Forest Cer-
tification in Developing and Transition-
ing Countries (Yale University Press),
which looks at the emergence of a sys-
tem for identifying well-managed for-
est land and how market choices affect
the health of some of the world’s most
environmentally sensitive forests.
Law and Anthropology: “This was
a hidden resource at UB that no one
really knew about,”French says.“Sud-
denly we realized how many people
here are doing legal anthropology.
There are five people just on our law
faculty who have this interest.”
French is one of them, as she has
done extensive work on the Tibetan
legal system. She is the author of The
Golden Yoke: The Legal Cosmology of
Buddhist Tibet (Cornell University
Press).
Also in this working group from
the Law School is Associate Professor
Mateo Tausig-Rubbo, who says:“My
work on law and violence draws on
anthropological methods and con-
cepts. I am especially interested in
forms of meaningful violence that af-
firm or transform legal categories.”
For example, Taussig-Rubbo has writ-
ten about the concept of “outsourcing
sacrifice”through the use of private
military contractors.
An ambitious initiative of theBaldy Center for Law andSocial Policy is puttingsome of the best-known
and most well-respected figures in law
and humanities before UB Law audi-
ences.
The Theorists and Jurists Series,
new this spring semester, includes lec-
tures by several such leading scholars.
The participants are chosen by a facul-
ty committee,and invitations have
been extended to major theorists in
such far-flung fields as urban planning,
philosophy and anthropology,as well
as to renowned jurists including U.S.
Supreme Court justices.
“UB is a world-class institution,”
says Professor Rebecca R.French,Baldy
Center director.“At the Baldy Center,
we would like to bring world-class
scholars in to present their ideas to the
University,Law School and social sci-
ences communities.
“The goal is to have the great
thinkers here – people who are capable
of changing the way we think about the
world, the way we think about ideas
and the way we think about ourselves.”
The spring semester lineup of the
Theorists and Jurists Series includes
appearances by three well-known fig-
ures:
March 17,“Normativity of Law,”
Jules L.Coleman, professor of ju-
risprudence and philos-




Theory of Tort Law.”
Educated at Brook-
lyn College and with a
Ph.D. in philosophy from Rockefeller
University and an MSL from Yale Law
School,Coleman teaches in the areas
of philosophy of law; torts law; law,
language and truth; political philoso-
phy; and rational choice.His books in-
clude Hart’s Postscript: The Practice of
Principle and Oxford Handbook of Ju-
risprudence and the Philosophy of Law.
April 24,“Housing Rights and His-
torical Wrongs: Gentrification and 
Neoliberalism, From the Eternal City to
the City of Angels,” Michael Herzfeld,
professor of anthropology at Harvard
University.
Herzfeld, one of the world’s pre-
mier social anthropologists, special-
izes in the ethnography of Europe (es-
pecially Greece and Italy) and of Thai-
land. His most recent project is a doc-
umentary film, Monti
Moments: Men’s Memo-
ries in the Heart of
Rome, an intimate por-
trait of social change in
a rapidly gentrifying
neighborhood in the
Italian capital. He drew
on his research for that film in this
discussion of the effects of gentrifica-
tion in Rome and Los Angeles.
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April 9, “The Yagé Tapes: Shamanism and Intellectual Property in
Colombia,” Michael Taussig, professor of anthropology at Columbia
University.
Taussig, who has a medical degree from the University of Sydney and
a doctorate in anthropology from the London School of Economics, is
best-known for his work on Marx’s concept of commodity fetishism –
the idea in some societies that commodities have inherent value, rather
than acquiring value through labor. Taussig’s fieldwork in South Ameri-
ca, especially Colombia and Bolivia, has been widely read and discussed.
Big names 
at the Baldy Center
Theorists and Jurists Series 
brings top minds to UB Law
